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All  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  COA  T  OF  TA‘  AULIPA  • 


The  area  in  which  this  archaeological  reoonnai usance  would 
be  undertaken  is  the  coastal  section  of  Tamaulipas.  lore 
specifically ,  the  area  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  F •  C.  Central 
.  exicano  (railroad)  between  Tar.  oico  and  Gonzalez,  on  the  west 


by  the  eridlan  of  latitude  0^  42 T  west  of  I  exico  City  (roughly. 


a  line  fro.;  Gonzalez  to  Hidalgo,  Tamp.),  on  the  north  by  the 
Rio  Grande  River,  and  on  the  east  b  the  Gulf  of  exico. 

The  tonography  of  the  area  indicates  hat  a  rapid  survey 
might  easily  be  made.  For  the  most  part,  the  re  ;ion  is  oor.po.ued 
of  ilafc  coastal  plain;  however,  four  small  mountain  ranges  do 

exist.  The  Sierra  dec  Jose  Los  Eosino  rise  in  the  southeastern 

* 

portion  of  the  area;  the  Tamaul ipas  mountains  extend  into  the 
area  from  the  southwest ;  the  ierra  de  Los  Mar&ines  are  present 
in  the  central  part  of  the  section;  and  the  c ierra  de 
?  .mabrones  touch  the  region  on  the  northwest.  Only  two  rivers 
of  any  size  run  through  this  area-~Rio  del  oto  la  Larina  and 
the  Rio  del  an  Fernando.  Both  rivers  flow  from  west  to  east. 

In  the  northeastern  corner  of  this  state  there  is  a  swampy 


area.  lone  of  these  topographical  features  should  appreciably 

hinder  the  survey. 


The  vegetation  lends  itself  well  to  a  rapid  survey. 

As  grassy,  treeless  desert,  the  country  extends  from  the 
io  Gronde  to  the  Hio  del  oto  la  Farina.  From  oto  la  .  arina 
to  Tav.oico  the  desert  vegetation  gradually  lias,. -pears,  and  a 
sen: i -tropical  vegetation  appears.  This  southern  tropical  portion 
would  be  more  difficult  to  survey,  but  is  comparatively  small. 


-  nd  since  the  area  surrounding  it  is  relatively  well  known,  an 


extensive  survey  of  it  would  not  be  imperative. 
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Another  in o tor  ,  ci3  Important  aa  i&egetation  and  to  o-mphy 
in  liiitinj  urco-ol  -lor'i  r^ooz.-r. ■  stance,  is  the  red  itation. 
The  statistics  of  the  United  ’tatep  leather  Bureau  indicate 
the  l  ean  annual  recipitation  in  the  etate  of  Temauli  a  • 

Ip  53  inches*  75,.  of  thii.  min,  how ever,  fells  in  throe  months 
of  the  year— July,  August,  and  e  terr.bor*  Burin-;  these  three 
•  .ontha,  aroheolo  leal  reoonnai  su  ance  in  thi  area  .which  has 
dirt  roads)  would  be  halted*  ortunatoly,  there  i  re  lonal 
variation  in  the  amount  of  v  iniall,  the  south  having 
considerably  more  than  the  north,  Thu  ,  in  the  northern 
ifirt  of  thi  > rea  surveying  could  continue  through  all  but 
one  month  of  the  previoui  ly  r:  rationed  rainy  sea  on*  he 
natural  condition  ,  therefore,  do  not  present  a  erious 
hindrance  to  the  survey.  ountnin  •,  vegetation,  and  rainfall 
r  e  but  r i nor  limit! ng  fa c  t or  a • 

Ip  this  area  important  enough  to  warrant  an  nrcheol  gloal 
urvey?  I  believe  i t  i g.  By  archeological  work  in  this  area, 
solution,  mi  rht  be  found  to  t  ©  problems  presented  below. 

The  most  obvious  roblem  that  r  ight  bo  solved  ir  that 
oi.  aeoertai  ning  the  culture  relation:  between  iddle  Ar.  erica 
and  the  outhea.  t  (parti  cul-rly  the  iddle  5ss:s  i  i  ;  h;  e). 

The  cultural  to  ™  -blnnceo  between  rekiatorlo  -  iddle  *  issi.oi  pi 
end  the  >rehi»toric  Juracteo  (  e c  iod  V  )  .  terials  have  boon 

-ointed  out  bo  Kokholm  and  -cera  to  indicate  a  are  art  of  cultural 
connection*  That  these  cultural  feature:?  were  borne  through 
Taira al in  s  i  very  likely;  therefore,  reci  a  sly  hat  they  were 
urjd  exactly  'hen  they  occurred  might  well  be  asoert  mod  by 
working  there,  isofcholr ■ 1  -■  hy -others i  rr  ' art  ih"  connection 
r  ight  thus  be  definitely  sub  ..'ton  tinted* 


. 


'  .  •  1  ■  '  I 

•  -  . 

i.t  ..  '  ' 


-  fv, 

•  M  .  • 

f  . 

.  ■ 

.  1 

- 

•  -  „ 

-  S' 

-  *  1  ■  1  ■■ 

■  ‘  1  v.  ■ 

■  > 

■ 

““  *  V 

i  "  , 

-  * 

• 

*r-  • 

•  *[, 

» 

- 

S  4 

y 

• 

\ ' 

’m 


■ 

•  j-  .......  ■  -  ■■■  V  ' 

V  .  .  ...  •  t 

i  1  4  k  ••  >  .  ■  '  •  1  \  •  '  s  .  ‘  •  •  .  '  A  '  *  •  '  1  •  '  » 

...  ...  '41 

.  •  -  '  ' 

••  7  ‘  *  n-'  ,  '  -  >  ^  £  X^:  . 

,  .  ,.s  ■;  •  .  ■  ;  ..  ■  .  ■■  : 

'•  r  ''  '  .  .  *  .  » 

•  t  .  • 

-•  *»  r  •  ■  tv  •  '  ■  ;•  .  4  ;.„••%  -Vi.  •* 

y  1  .  i  •  * 

:  '  ■  7  "7  v  .7  •  -  .s: 

■.  >  '  -V-  ' 


>  i 


.  • 


... 


r  .  , 

•  f\  ••  •  v  r-.  .  ..  ... 

■  ..';v  •,  ■  ■  .  n  ''■■■.  ;  ...  *.  .  ... 

.  -  -j  ...  ••  <r  •  * 

"i  ’ 


'  '  '  •-  f  .  ‘  •... 


••••:  '  '  •  >  - ,  f  ■■  • 

'  .  '  •  •  .....  •  -  7  *. 


..  •  *  T,:  • 


»1 


*  .'l 


The  archeological  oterial  from  the  piro  fool  of  o  .  torn 
01:iahor:.G  nloo  thews  definite  Middle  American  connection-  in  its 
"Buzaerd  Cult*  material*?.  If  Br.  James  Griffin  is  oorroofc  in 
believing  that  the  Buzeard  Cult  of  piro  does  not  core  from  the 
on  t  (F.towah,  I  oundvillo,  etc.)  it  ia  then  very  possible  that 
'One  ’  exlonn  influences  did  cone  direotly  from  the  neoro  .t 
source  of  that  culture  type.  J.  ha  son  and  J.  Anderson  have 
hown  that  northern  Tamauli  as  was  the  nearest  source  of 
I  ox4,  on n  materials  (Huaxteo ) •  Just  when  these  influences 
appeared  In  northern  Tamauli pna  and  exactly  what  they  were  is 
not  yet  established.  Certainly,  knowledge  of  northern 
Tarnullpng  might  assist  in  clarifying  the  roblern  of  the  Buzzard 
Cult  end  re-Colunbian  or  03 1 -Columbian  exloan  inflienoes 
in  the  out beast. 

Besides  the  oiseibllity  of  late  cultural  connections 
between  Mexico  and  the  onthoaat,  the  ceramic  resemblances 
between  the  Tan 00 1  complex  of  Tarn i 00  and  the  Tdhefunote- 
Marksv  iile  of  Louisiana  indicate  the  possibility  of  an 
earlier  outhe&ot -Middle  A  orienn  cultural  relationship. 

Further  knowledge,  however,  of  the  Tanool  complex  nteriala 
and  their  distribution,  and  information  concerning  the  area 
between  Louisiana  a nd  Tampico,  I  exioo  are  certainly  noons  ary 
if  anything  definitive  is  to  bo  said  concerning  oultur  1 
relationships • 

The  problem  of  the  correlation  of  the  Maya  0  lendnr  or 
of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  archeological  material:--  with  South- 
won  tern  materials,  datable  by  dendrochronology,  is  an  important 
aspect  in  the  -tudy  of  the  intermediate  area  ox  Tnraulipaa. 

The  poo  nihility  of  a  solution  of  the  nya  on lendar  oor root lone 
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b  *ork  In  famuli  pas  ia  exceouin  ly  likely.  Lost  of  the 
pottery  phftsoe  of  the  outhwe  it  can  b*  dated  by  do ndro ohr o  nology • 
Kr  leper ,  in  centre!  e  nd  eastern  Texas,  has  found  datable  Pueblo 
oherds.  The  possibility  of  finding  similar  materials  along 
tho  Bio  Granle  in  Tamaulipas  (a  shorter  distance  along  a  more 
accessible  trade  route)  is  very  no  slble*  ince  Uiiaxtoonn 
sherd:,  also,  are  found  along  the  '  io  Grande  (according  to 
J.  A •  .5  on),  and  since  these  in  turn  my  be  correlated  with 
tho  ceramic  sequences  of  tho  Valley  of  e.doo  and  the  Layan 
pottery  oquonoo,  it  might  be  possible  to  find  datable  Pueblo 
sherd.  in  association  with  the::.  By  or  os. -dating  of  datable 
icblo  ooramlcs  with  tho  !  exionn  ■  nd  .  .yan  i:/  ter  lain,  on© 
might  be  able  to  deteri ine  which  Pay an  correlation  (IP. J. 0.0.0, t 
Xl.l6.  .0.0. #  or  II.5.O.O.O)  with  the  Christian  calendar  is 
most  likely  to  be  correct. 

The  roblems  of  prehistoric  cultural  relationships 
between  exioo  and  the  United  fcates,  however,  are  not  the  only 
ones  that  might  be  solved  in  tho  coastal  region  of  Tamaulipae. 
Early  on  (pro  pottery  culture;’)  might  bo  found  in  this  region. 
The  arid,  arroyo-cut,  sandy  plains  of  Taaaulipaa  would  not  hove 
totally  obliterated  hio  remains,  aa  hove  the  tropical  forests 
further  couth  in  !oxi  co.  A1  0 ,  non-pottery  cultural  arc  found 
in  abundance  in  Texas,  in  Coahuiln  (3" sketmoker ,  reported  by 
Taylor),  and  farther  northwest,  along  the  ;  io  Grande  (Big 
pend  Bn a icetrn ker  ) . 

The  final  problem;-  which  might  bo  solved  by  an  archeological 
survey  in  a  eripheral  area  .uioh  as  Ta:  null  as  concern  re- 
Arohaio  ceramic  horisone.  Conditions  or  finding  such 
horizons  are  r  ore  favorable  in  a  oripheral  roa,  where  ites 


->  •  ■  ' 


\k 


. 


1  .  .. 


■"  i  V  :  i  lV 

;.  .  ■  '•  •• 


'  -  .  l'»l  *  ■ 


.1- 

■ 

.'•! . A  ■:  -j .  •  T-..- f. ,  ,  '  -  Kt.  * 


4  '  ,  u> 

*  ■ 

! 


...  '  ' 

■  " 

t  L:  ,  *©W 

-  •  .*:  •'••• 

‘•r  :  fi  .  - ....  :  , 

' 

:  ' 

S.  %.  W-).  ■  •  ,  /■  ; 

•  S  v’  '  v  .  ’ 


’■  .  ‘  T  ,  ,  " 

* 

‘ 

. 

. 

/  .  r>i  '- 


■  .■  >.  •  .  ' 


' 

k  "... 

■ 


•t  :• '  ;  •  >•  4f  -  V  ••  ' 


. 


■ 


* 


V 


\ 


roo  oi'  more  intensive  occupation,  such  a  a  one  finds  south  of  Tawpi 

Even  if  those  problems  were  not  solved  by  aroheologioal 
reconnaissance  and  excavation  in  Tanaulipae  (and  I  believe  they 
would  bo),  oertain  contribution  *  of  value  would  still  be  made. 
Archeological  sites  in  Tnmnulina  a  would  be  discovered  and  located. 
The  northward  extension  of  muaxteo  material# ,  geographically  and 
temporally,  could  be  definitely  ascertained.  Also,  surface  col¬ 
lections  from  a  large  number  of  sites  ml  vht  indicate  the  sites 
most  likely  to  roduoe  strati  graphic  sequences  for  this  area. 

The  method  I  would  use  in  making  the  survey  may  be  briefly 
stated  as  follows,  -our  months  would  be  used  in  surveying  the 
area;  about  one  month  in  analyzing  the  materials;  and  about  two 
month./ ,  in  reaurveying  the  area  and  digging  three  stratigraphic 
trenches  in  three  key  sites.  A  oar  v  oul  1  be  used  for  transpor¬ 
tation  (or  horses  when  necessary).  I  would  select  the  following 
' xht  towns  as  bases  for  the  survey:  AlAama,  A It an  Ira,  :  to 

la  ’arina.  Aba  solo ,  anJernando,  oldadito,  on  Pran cisco,  nnd 
Ilatamoros.  orkin  ;  from  these  bases,  I  would  rake  surface 
collections  both  at  sites  that  I  have  located, from  information 
already  received  from  J.  H.  mason,  C.  Eckholm,  rieto,  and  .  aya 
Aroha^olo  i  e,  and  at  sites  that  I  would  locate  from  information 
given  me  by  natives  or  from  any  other  discoveries  of  my  own. 
laving  once  covered  the  area,  I  would  analyze  the  sherds  found  and 
compare  them  with  fckholr’s  materials  from  Taivpioo.  '"hie  .analysis 
would  be  conducted  in  either  Tar.-Moo  or  .  atar  oroe.  After  the 
analysis  I  would  a  ain  go  through  the  area  in  order  to  obtain 
■n  liticmnl  information  of  sites  if  possible,  and  also  to  excavate 
three  sites.  These  throe  exca  vated  sites  would  be  sol  acted  on  the 
basis  of  tiie  following  features:  a  location  as  far  north  as 
ooeelblo  (certainly  north  of  "Afn  i*  the  presence  of 
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a  ncol  complex  i,'  tovin .If,  showing  a  Ion;?  )9flod  oi*  ooou  'at  ion , 
and  cer^Moe?  Indicating  definite  afii litatione  with  aroheologioal 
’  >n  r  !  f  Gfitn  1 1  o  n  s  fart  he  r  o  oath . 

Ao  rentionod  before,  the  time  for  Baking  this  survey  is  in 
art  da  ondent  upon  the  weather.  Taking  the  rains  into  account,  it 
seems  that  there  are  two  possible  tiir.es  for  doing  the  v,ork.  One 
right  start  in  April,  1.  45  and  survey  through  July,  moving  from 
Tar.:;) i o o  northward  (ahead  of  the  rains),  analyze  the  materials  during 
August  and  September  (the  rainy  months),  then  finish  the  aurve  and 

excavate  in  October  and  rh  ember;  or  one  might  a  tart  from  Brownsville 
of  ter  the  rains,  in  Ootober,  1945  ouiwey  southward  through  Janu¬ 
ary,  1940,  analyze  the  materials  at  Tampico  in  February,  and  finish 
the  survey  and  excavate  during  liaroh  and  April.  Either  altornatl  tf© 
is  convenient  for  me,  but  i  believe  that  I  favor  the  latter  because 
I  would  rather  not  take  the  chance  of  being  caught  by  July  rains  In 
northern  Tamaulipas,  with  its  dirt  roads  a  nd  sparse  population. 

The  archeological  materials  found  in  the  survey  would,  for 
the  most  part,  bo  given  to  the  .rational  ...us earn  of  ox  -  oo.  A  copy 
of  the  final  repo  t,  photographs,  and  field  notes  would  also  be 
prooented  to  tnat  mu  sen  ,  Typo  collections  would,  however,  be 
;iven  to  other  institutions  upon  resuest.  The  raw  data,  such  as 
field  not;e3,  photographs,  etc.,  would  bo  deposited  at  the 
De  art  meat  of  Anthropology  of  the  Jni  varsity  of  Chicago.  The 
final  report  would  be  in  the  form  of  a  doctoral  dissertation  and 
would  be  placed  in  the  library  of  that  university.  If  the  archeo- 
logiool  material  warranted  publication,  arrangements  could  be 

nude  for  the  publication  of  the  thesis. 

As  yet,  the  number  of  persons  has  not  boon  definitely  decided. 

It  would  robably  be  best,  however,  due  to  transportation 
difficulties,  to  limit  those  taking  rt  in  the  expedition  to 
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three  persons,  'fhese  three  would  be  myself,  diehard  I.iacUeish, 
of  the  University  of  Chicago,  one  other  graduate  student  fror.i 
this  university  who  has  had  field  experience,  and  one  Mexican 
(employed  as  a  guide),  either  a  student  from  the  University 
of  Lexioo,  or  an  amateur  aroheolo; ;ist ,  recommended  by 
JDr.  Gordon  Rokholm,  In  the  final  stages  of  the  survey,  when 
excavation  is  in  progress,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hire  twenty 
unskilled  laborers,  who  would  be  supervised  and  trained  by  the 
three  permanent  members  of  the  party. 

/.ny  estimate  of  expenses  for  undertaking  such  a  project  is 
difficult  to  make  and  often  inaccurate.  However,  on  the  basis 
of  information  received  from  Dr,  Eokholm  and  his  wife,  who  under¬ 
took  a  similar  expedition  on  the  west  008  of  exico,  and  from 
knowledge  of  expedition  expense.-,  gained  by  directing  three  field 
parties,  I  believe  that  each  item  of  the  budget  can  best  be 
estimated  in  terms  of  the  maximum  and  minimum  amount  that  might 
be  spent.  The  first  item  to  be  considered  is  transportation. 

From  previous  field  experience,  I  think  that  the  best  type  of 
car  would  be  a  light  metal,  panelled  delivery  wagon.  I  believe 
that  it  would  be  most  serviceable  for  this  type  of  work  because 
it  has  a  high  carriage  and  a  large  storage  space  in  the  back, 
which  can  be  firmly  locked;  it  uses  the  same  amount  of  gas  and 
oil  as  an  ordinary  car,  and  would  also  furnish  sleeping  space  if 
the  necessity  arose.  A  car  of  this  type  at  the  present  time  can 
be  purchased  and  put  in  good  condition  for  $700  to  $1290. 

Running  expenses  of  the  expedition  have  been  estimated  by  Sckholm 
at  around  $100  a  month.  Thus,  the  running  expenses  for  thi 
project  would  be  between  $700  and  $800.  Labor  for  excavations 
vould  cost  between  $400  and  ;} 7^0 •  The  initial  and  final  traveling 
expenses,  as  well  as  expenses  for  typing,  editing,  and  analyzing 
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the  material,  re  la.  oed  to  ether  under  ono  iter;,  nt  &  oost 
of  $300  to  $400 •  Equipment  composes  the  1;;  it  two  items, 

'hofco  r~nhio  equip  no  at  «oulu  coot  bo  ween  v75  and  vl50,  and 
excavating  equipment,  medical  applies,  .  aper,  etc*  would  cost 
about  the  aame. 

Fortunately,  two  mvm  of  •  .one?  may  be  aabtrae  od  from 
the  amount  needed  for  the  ox  od’tion*  The  resale  of  the 
'•utomobile  would  return  between  r!50  and  y400.  Also,  a 
contribution  of  ,5  0  toward  this  expedition  has  already  beer* 

made. 

A  listing  of  tho  ertimo to  follows* 
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Automobile 

$ 1200 

$700 

Bunn log  expenses 

900 

700 

Labor 

750 

400 

General  expenses 

(travel,  aalyeia) 

400 

- 

0 

’hotographio  equipment 

150 

75 

Other  equipment 

100 

/5 

Total  expenditure 

^500 

2250 

Be sale  of  oar 

400 

150 

Amount  on  hand 

500 

500 

mount  needed 

$2600 

$1600 

' 


a;j  archaeological  u  :ve*  or  t.;ik  cm  t  of  ta  a jli ?a 
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The  area  in  "hich  this  srohaeolo  -!oal  reconnai  sanoe  mould 
he  undertaken  is  the  con.  !  1  section  of  ali  fti*  ore 
specifically,  the  area  is  hounded  on  the  couth  by  the  •  C.  Central 
cxicano  (railroad)  between  I'srrniao  and  Gonzalez,  on  the  ^eot 
by  the  meridian  of  latitude  0°  421  '-’eat  of  oxr  co  City  (rourhly, 
fi  l  ino  fror  Gonzales  to  di&ar-o,  Tru.;p . 5 ,  on  the  north  by  the 
Rio  Grande  River,  and  on  the  oaet  b  the  Gulf  of  exi  co. 

The  topography  of  the  are  indicates  hat  a  rapid  nrvey 
r:  i  ght  easily  be  :;ade.  lor  the  moat  part,  the  re -ion  io  cor  posed 
of  Alat  oo  m  tal  plain;  however,  four  snail  -  ountain  ranges  do 
exist.  The  fierra  doc  Jose  Log  ocino  ri go  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  the  area;  the  Tanaul i pa 8  ountaino  extend  into  the 
area  from  the  eo.ithwe.-t;  the  iorra  de  j.os  Llaraines  are  recent 
in  tho  central  part  of  the  section;  and  the  iorra  de 
' mnbronee  touch  the  region  on  the  northwest.  Only  two  rivers 
of  any  iso  run  through  this  area —  io  del  oto  la  Larina  and 
the  '  io  del  on  Fernando.  Both  rivers  flow  from  west  to  east. 

In  the  northeastern  corner  of  this  state  there  ie  a  swampy 
area.  .lone  of  these  to  •ographieal  features  should  ao  .  rod  ably 
hinder  the  survey. 

Tho  vegetation  lendn  itrelf  well  to  a  rapid  survey. 

Ac  -many,  treolo  ■■  desert,  the  country  extends  from  the 
io  Crande  to  the  V  io  del  oto  la  .  rinu.  Proa  oto  la  arina 
to  Tar  loo  the  desert  ve  etatlon  gradually  dim  cars,  and  a 
go  l-tro  leal  vegetation  o-r  •.  Thi  ;  on thorn  tro.  leal  portion 
would  bo  more  difficult  to  survey ,  but  is  co:  n  ratively  email, 
and  einco  tho  area  surrounding  it  1  relatively  well  kno“  n,  an 
extensive  survey  oi  it  mould  not  be  ir  erative. 
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Another  factor,  as  important  as  Vegetation  and  tomography 
in  limiting  archeological  reconnai  seance,  is  the  precipitation. 
The  statistics  of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau.  indicate 
the  moan  annual  precipitation  in  the  state  of  Tamaulipas 
is  33  inches.  of  this  rain,  however,  falls  in  three  months 

of  the  year-- July ,  August,  and  e  te;  her.  During  these  three 
months,  archeological  reconnaissance  in  this  area  (which  has 
dirt  roads)  would  be  halted.  Fortuna  tely ,  there  is  regional 
variation  in  the  amount  of  r  infall,  the  south  having 
considerably  more  than  the  north.  Thus,  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  area  survey ing  could  continue  through  all  but 
one  month  of  the  previously  mentioned  rainy  season.  The 
natural  conditions,  therefore,  do  not  present  a  serious 
hindrance  to  the  survey.  Mountains,  vegetation,  and  rainfall 
aro  but  minor  limiting  factors. 

Is  this  area  important  enough  to  warrant  an  archeological 
survey?  I  believe  it  is.  By  archeological  work  in  this  area, 
solution-  might  be  found  to  t  0  problems  presented  below. 

The  most  obvious  problem  that  might  be  solved  is  that 
of  ascertaining  the  culture  relations  between  Middle  America 
and  the  Southeast  (particularly  the  m  iddle  M5  ssie-’i?  i  nhnse). 

The  cultural  resemblances  between  t  rehistorio  Middle  Mississippi 
and  the  prehistoric  Huaxtec  (  eriod  V)  materials  have  been 
pointed  out  be  Eckholm  and  seem  to  indicate  same  sort  of  cultural 
connection.  That  these  cultural  features  were  borne  through 
Tviriaulip  s  is  very  likely;  therefore,  precisely  what  they  were 
and  exactly  when  they  occurred  might  well  be  ascertained  by 
working  there.  Eckholzn 1  s  hypothesis  regarding  connection 
might  thus  bo  definitely  substantiated. 
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The  archeological  material  from  the  Spiro  fooi  of  eastern 
Oklahoma  also  shows  definite  Kiddle  American  connections  in  its 
"Buzzard  Cult"  materials.  If  Jr.  James  Griffin  is  correct  in 
believing  that  the  Buzzard  Cult  of  piro  does  not  come  from  the 
east  (Etowah,  I.oundville,  etc.)  it  is  then  very  possible  that 
some  Mexican  influences  did  come  directly  from  the  nearest 
source  of  that  culture  type.  J.  Mason  and  J.  Anderson  have 
shown  that  northern  Tamauli  as  was  the  nearest  source  of 
Mexican  materials  (Huaxtec).  Just  when  these  influences 
appeared  in  northern  Tamauli  pas  and  exactly  what  they  were  is 
not  yet  established.  Certainly,  knowledge  of  northern 
Tamaulipas  might  assist  in  clarifying  the  problem  of  the  Buzzard 
Cult  and  ^re-Columbian  or  post-Columbian  Mexican  influences 
in  the  Southeast. 

Besides  the  oossibility  of  late  cultural  connections 
between  Mexico  and  the  onthenst,  the  ceramic  resemblances 
between  the  Tancol  complex  of  Tampico  and  the  Tohefunote- 
MarkBVille  of  Louisiana  indicate  the  possibility  of  an 
earlier  Southeast -Mid die  American  cultural  relationship. 

Further  knowledge,  however,  of  the  Tancol  complex  materials 
and  their  distribution,  and  information  concerning  the  area 
between  Louisiana  and  Tampico,  Mexico  are  certainly  necos  ary 
if  anything  definitive  is  to  be  said  concerning  cultural 
relationships • 

The  problem  of  the  correlation  of  the  Maya  c  lendar  or 
of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  archeological  materials  with  South¬ 
western  materials  ,  datable  by  dendrochronology,  ia  an  Important 
'leot  in  the  study  of  the  Intermediate  area  of  Tamaulipas. 

The  possibility  of  a  solution  of  the  Laya  calendar  oorreotions 
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by  work  in  Tanaulipas  is  exceedingly  likely.  Most  of  the 
pottery  phases  of  the  Southwest  con  he  dated  by  dendrochronolo 
Krieger,  in  central  and  eastern  Texas,  has  found  datable  Pueblo 
sherds.  The  possibility  of  finding  similar  materials  along 
the  Rio  Grande  in  Tamaulipas  (a  shorter  distance  along  a  more 
accessible  trade  route)  is  very  possible.  c. lnoe  Hoaxtecan 
sherd  ,  al  ?oa  are  found  a  Ion  •  the  ~:io  Grande  (according  to 
J.  /. •  Mason),  and  since  these  in  turn  may  be  correlated  with 
the  ceramic  sequences  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  and  the  Mayan 
pottery  voquence,  it  might  be  po  aible  to  find  datable  Pueblo 
sherds  in  association  with  them.  By  cross-dating  of  datable 
neblo  ceramics  with  the  Mexican  ^nd  Mayan  rr  terials ,  one 
might  be  able  to  determine  whioh  Mayan  correlation  (12.9.0.0.0., 
11.16.0.0.0.,  or  11.5*0.0.0)  with  the  Christian  calendar  is 
most  likely  to  be  correct. 

The  problems  of  prehistoric  cultural  relationships 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  tates,  however,  are  not  the  only 
ones  that  might  be  solved  in  the  coastal  region  of  Tamaulipas. 
Early  man  (pro  pottery  cultures)  might  be  found  in  this  region. 
The  arid,  arroyo-cut,  sandy  plains  of  Tamaulipas  would  not  have 
totally  obliterated  his  remains,  as  have  the  tropical  forests 
further  south  in  Mexico.  A 1  io ,  non-pottery  cultures  are  found 
in  abundance  in  Texas,  in  Coahuila  (Basketmsker ,  reported  by 
Taylor),  and  farther  northwest,  along  the  T.io  Grande  (Big 
Bend  Basketmaker ) • 

The  final  problems  which  might  be  solved  by  an  archeological 
survey  in  a  peripheral  area  ;?ueh  as  Tamaulipas  concern  pre- 
Arohaio  ceramic  horizons.  Conditions  lor  findin;:  such 

horizons  are  more  favorable  in  a  eripheral  :rea,  where  sites 
are  smaller  and  refuse  deposits  not  so  extensive,  than  in  an 
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vrea  of  more  intensive  occupation,  sucsh  as  one  finds  30uth  of  Tampico. 

Even  if  these  problems  were  not  solved  by  archeological 
reconnaissance  and  excavation  in  Taraulipas  (and  I  believe  they 

would  be),  certain  contributions  of  value  r/ould  still  be  made. 

> 

Aroheological  sites  in  Tamaulinas  would  be  discovered  and  located. 

The  northward  extension  of  Kuaxtec  materials ,  geographically  and 
temporally,  could  be  definitely  aseerta inad*  Also ,  surface  col¬ 
lections  from  a  large  number  of  sites  might  indicate  the  sites 
most  likely  to  produce  stratigraphic  sequences  for  this  area. 

Tho  method  I  would  use  in  making  the  survey  may  be  briefly 
stated  as  follows.  Tour  months  would  be  used  in  surveying  the 
area;  about  one  month  in  analyzing  the  materials;  and  about  two 

9 

month  ,  in  resurveying  the  ares  and  digging  three  stratigraphic 
trenches  in  three  key  sites.  A  ear  would  be  used  for  transpor¬ 
tation  (or  horses  when  necessary).  1  would  select  the  lollowing 
eight  towns  as  bases  for  the  survey:  Aldama,  Altamira,  Soto 
la  Marina*  Aba  solo ,  an  Fernanda*  oldadito,  rancisco,  and 

L-atamoros.  Working  from  these  bases,  I  would  make  surface 
collections  both  at  sites  that  I  have  located, from  information 
already  received  from  J.  H.  Mason,  0.  Eokholm,  Prieto,  and  Mays 
Ar chaco logi e ,  and  at  sites  that  I  would  locate  from  information 
given  me  by  natives  or  from  any  other  discoveries  of  my  own. 

Having  once  covered  tho  area,  I  would  analyze  the  sherds  found  and 
compare  them  with  Eckholm’s  materials  from  Tampico.  This  analysis 
would  be  conducted  in  either  Tampico  or  Ilatamoros.  After  the 
analysis  I  would  again  go  through  the  area  in  order  to  obtain 
a  hiitional  information  of  sites  if  ;  ossible,  and  also  to  excavate 
three  sites.  These  three  excavated  sites  would  be  selected  on  the 
basis  of  the  following  features:  a  location  as  far  north  as 

possible  (certainly  north  of  Soto  la  Marina)  -ho  presence  of 
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Tanool  complex  materials,  shoeing  a  long  period  of  occupation, 

and  ceramics  indicating  definite  aflilitations  with  archeological 
manifestations  farther  3 oath. 

A  mentioned  before,  the  time  for  making  this  survey  is  in 
part  dependent  upon  the  weather,  faking  the  rains  into  account,  it 
seems  that  there  are  two  possible  times  for  doing  the  work.  One 
might  3tart  in  April,  1945  and  surrey  through  July,  moving  from 
Tampico  northward  (ahead  of  the  rains),  analyze  the  ' erials  during 
August  and  September  (the  rainy  months) ,  then  finish  the  survey  and 
excavate  in  October  and’  ITov ember;  or  one  might  start  from  Brownsville 
^fter  the  rains,  in  Ootober,  1345  survey  southward  through  Janu¬ 
ary,  104  5,  analyse  the  materials  at  Tampioo  in  February,  and  finish 
the  survey  and  excavate  during  1  rch  and  April,  hither  alternative 
is  convenient  for  me,  but  .  believe  that  I  favor  the  latter  because 
I  would  rather  not  take  the  chance  of  being  caught  by  July  rains  in 
northern  Tamauli  as,  with  its  dirt  roads  "  nd  sparse  opulatlon. 

The  archeological  materials  found  in  the  survey  would,  for 
the  most  part,  be  given  to  the  National  thiseum  of  exico.  A  copy 
of  the  final  report,  photographs,  and  field  notes  would  also  be 
presented  to  that  museum.  Type  collections  would,  however ,  be 
given  to  other  institutions  upon  request*  The  data,  such  as 
field  notes,  photographs,  etc.,  would  be  deposited  at  the 
Department  of  Anthropology  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  The 
final  report  would  be  in  the  form  of  a  doctoral  dissertation  and 
would  b8  placed  in  the  library  of  that  university.  If  th  ;  rcheo- 
lo  rioal  material  warranted  publication,  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  the  publication  of  the  thesis. 

As  yet,  the  number  of  persons  has  not  been  definitely  decided. 

It  aould  probably  be  best,  however,  due  to  transportation 
difficulties,  to  limit  those  taking  part  in  the  expedition  to 
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throe  per. -on/?.  These  three  would  be  yaeli,  Hiohnrd  .  aoEeish, 
of  the  University  ol  Chica  o,  one  other  -re  duo  to  student  from 
this  university  who  has  had  field  experience,  end  ono  .  exioan 
(employed  as  a  guide),  either  a  student  from  the  University 
of  i  oxioo,  or  an  amateur  archeolo  ict,  recommended  by 
Dr.  Gordon  Eokholm.  In  the  final  stages  of  the  survey,  when 
excavation  la  In  progress,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hire  twenty 
unskilled  laborers,  who  weald  be  supervised  and  trained  by  the 
three  ermanent  members  of  tho  party. 

Any  estimate  of  expenses  for  undertaking  such  a  project  Is 
difficult  to  make  and  ofton  inaccurate.  However,  on  tho  basis 
of  information  received  fro::  Dr.  Ecu  ho  In  and  hie  wife,  who  under¬ 
took  a  similar  expedition  on  tho  west  coast  of  exico,  and  from 
knowledge  of  expedition  expenses,  gained  by  directing  three  field 
parties,  I  b  ex  love  that  each  item  of  the  budget  can  best  be 
estimated  in  terms  of  the  maximum  and  minimum  amount  that  might 
bo  :j  ent.  The  first  item  to  be  considered  is  transportation. 

T'rom  previous  field  ex  erionoo,  I  think  that  the  best  type  of 
car  would  bo  a  light  metal,  panelled  delivery  wagon.  I  believe 
that  it  would  be  most  serviceable  for  this  typo  of  work  because 
it  has  a  high  oarr  age  and  a  large  tor age  apace  in  tho  back, 
which  of  n  be  firmly  l.cked;  it  uses  the  same  amount  of  gas  and 
oil  as  an  ordinary  oar,  and  would  also  furnish  sleeping  space  if 
tho  none  sity  arose.  A  cor  of  this  type  at  tho  -resent  time  oan 
bo  purchased  and  put  in  good  condition  for  ij 00  to  12)9. 

Running  expenses  of  the  ex  edition  hove  been  estimated  b  Bokholm 
at  around  100  a  month.  hu  ,  the  running  expen  or  for  this 
project  ■  ould  be  between  7)0  and  ,800.  labor  for  excavations 
would  cost  between  >400  and  $750,  The  initial  and  final  traveling 
expenses,  ao  well  as  ex  one©  •  Tor  typing,  edi tin  :,  and  analysing 
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the  material ,  are  lumpod  together  under  one  item,  at  a  oost 

of  3^0  to  $400.  Equipment  composes  the  last  two  items, 
'hotographic  equipment  would  cost  between  s>75  and  $150 ,  and 
excavating  equipment,  medical  lies,  per,  ito*  would  c 
about  the  same. 

Fortunately,  two  sums  of  money  may  be  subtracted  from 
the  amount  needed  for  the  ex  edition.  The  resale  of  the 
automobile  would  return  between  $150  and  $400.  Also,  a 
contribution  of  $500  toward  this  expedition  has  already  been 

made. 

A  listing  of  the  estimate  follows. 
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ITEMS 

:  Axiruii 

EXPENSE 

MINIMUM 

EXPENSE 

Automobile 

$1200 

$700 

Running  expenses 

900 

700 

labor 

750 

400 

General  expenses 

400 

300 

( travel , 

analyst  s ) 

*•  i  v 

Photographic  equipment 

150 

75 

Other  equipment 

100 

75 

Total  expenditure 

* 

3500 

f  • 

2250 

Resale  of  oar 

400 

150 

Amount  on  hand 

500 

500 

Amount  needed 

’  •'  ' 

’  $2600 

$1600 

VR; ' 

ALi  ARCHEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  xjaJJl  COAST  OF  TAMAULIPAS 

t  •» 

The  area  in  which  this  archeological  reconnaissance  would 

he  undertaken  is  the  coastal  section  of  Tamaulipas.  More  lid  > 
specifically >the  area  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  F.  C.  Centr&l 

Mexicano  Crailroad)  between  Tampico  and  Gonzalez,  on  the  west 

by  the  meridian  of  latitude  0^  42'  west  of  Mexico  City  (  roughly 5 

a^ine  from  Gonzalez  to  Hidalgo,  Tamp**») ,  on  the  north  by  the 

Rio  Grande  River,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  topography  of  the  area  indicates  that  a  rapid  survey 

might  easily  be  made.  For  the  most  part,  the  region  is  composed 

-r  DUy1 

of  flat  coastal  plain;  however,  f-iw  small  mounoain  ranges  do 
exist.  The  Sierra  des  Jose  Los  Rosino  rise  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  the  area;  the  Tamaulipas  Mountains  extend  into  the 
area  from  the  southwest;  the  Sierra  de  Los  Marat ines  are  present 

liuthe  central  part  of  the  section;  and  the  Sierra  de 
Pamabrones  touch  the  region  on  the  northwest.  Only  two  rivers 
of  any  size  run  through  this  area  -  the  Rio  del  Sooo  la 
Marina  and  the  Rio  del  San  Fernando.  Both  rivers  flow  from 
west  to  east.  In  the  northwestern  corner  of  this  state  there 
is  a  swampy  area.  Hone  of  these  topographical  features  should 
appreciably  hinder  the  surveying. 

The  vegetation  lends  itself  well  to  a  rapid  suEvey. 

As  grassy,  treeless  desert,  the  country  extends  from  the 
Rio  Grande  to  the  Rio  del  Soto  la  Marina.  From  Soto  la 
Marina  to  Tampico  the  desert  vegetation  gradually  disappears, 
and  a  semi-tropical  vegetation  appears.  This  southern 
tropical  portion  would  be  more  difficult  to  survey,  but  it 
is  comparatively  small,  and, Isince  the  area  surrounding  it 
is  relatively  well-known,  an  extensive  survey  of  it  would 
not  be  imperative. 


'  ;•  . 


J-  ■  .  '  ' 

. 

, 

.  ji.x  '  •  ‘1  •  -  V-  '•  • 


‘  .  ,  C  .  <■)  vi :  i  • 


X 


XOJI 


{.  >  ..  V  v  O- 

Cti 

N» 

;•  w  ••  :  •  •:  ? 


\  • 


' 


.  .  i  ••  ;  •  -r 


. 


i*  -  i..«* 


-  V-'-  i<j 


«  ■  .  1  1 

.  .  V 

■ 

*  -• , 


J  ■ 


Qi 


. 


*  .,J  ■  X 


.2. 

Another  factor,  as  important  as  vegetation  and  topography 
in  limiting  archeological  reconnaissance,  is  the  precipitation* 
The  statistics  of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  indicate  * 
that  t  he  mean  annual  precipitation  in  the  state  of  Tamaulipas 
is  33  inches.  73^  of  this  rain,  however,  falls  in  three  months 
of  the  year-  July,  August,  and  September.  During  these  three 
months,  archeological  reconnaissance  in  this  area  (which  has 
dirt  roads)  would  be  halted.  Fortunately,  there  is  regional 
variation  in  the  amount  of  rainfall,  the  south  having 
considerably  more  than  the  north.  Thus,  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  area  surveying  could  continue  through  all  but 
one  month  of  the  previously  mentioned  rainy  season.  The 
natural  conditions,  therefore,  do  not  present  a  serious 
hindrance  to  the  survey.  Mountains,  vegetation,  and  rain-' 
fall  ar^but  minor  limiting  factors. 

Is  this  area  important  enough  to  warrant  an 
archeological  survey?  I  believe  it  is.  By  archeological 
work  in  this  area,  solutions  might  be  found  to  the  problems 
presented  below. 

The  most  obvious  problem  that  might  be  solved  is 

that  of  ascertaining  the  culture  relations  between  Middle 

America  and  the  Southeast  (particularly  the  Middle 

Mississippi  phase).  The  cultural  resemblances  between 

prehistoric  Middle  Mississippi  and  the  prehistoric  Huaxtec 

£  period  V  )  materials  have  been  pointed  out  by  Eckholm 

and  seem  to  indicate  some  sort  of  cultural  connection. 

That  these  cultural  features  ewere  borne  through  Tamaulipas 

is  very  likely;  therefore,  precisely  what  they  were  and 

exactly  when  they  occurred  might  well  be  ascertained  by 

^hypot  hesis  regarding  connection 
working  there .  Eekholn\||p 
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might  thus  be  definitely  substantiated. 

The  archeological  material  from  the  Spiro  foci  of  eastern 
Oklahoma  also  shows  definite  Middle  American  connections  in  it5 
Buzzard  Cult  n  materials.  If  Dr.  James  Griffin  is  correct  in 
believing  that  the  Buzzard  Cult  of  Spiro  does  hot  come  from  the 
east  (Etowah,  Moundville,etc. },  it  is  then  very  possible  that 
some  Mexican  inflhunces  did  come  directly  from  the  nearest 
source  of  that  culture  type.  J.  Mason  and  J.  Anderson  have 
shown  that  northern  Tamaulipas  was  the  nearest  source  of 
Mexican  materials  (  Huaxtec  ).  Just  when  these  influences  ap  r- 
peared  in  northern  Tamaulipas  and  exactly  what  they  were  is 
not  yet  established.  Certainly,  knowledge  of  northern  Tam¬ 
aulipas  might  assist  in  clarifying  the  problem  of  the  Buzzard 
Cult  sind  pre-Columbian  or  post-Columbian  Mexican  influences  in 
the  Southeast  . 

Besides  the  possibility  of  late  cultural  connections 

between  Mexico  and  the  Southeast,  the  ceramic  resemblances 

between  the  Taneol  complex  of  Tampico  and  the  Tchefuncte- 

Marksville  of  Louisiana  indicate  the  possibility  of  an 

earlier  Southeast -Middle  American  cultural  relationship. 

Further  knowledge,  however,  of  the  Taneol  complex  materials 

and  their  distribution  ,  and  information  concerning  the  area 
between  Louisiana  and  Tampico,  Mexico  are  certainly  necessary 
if  anyt  hing  definitive  is  to  be  said  concerning'  cultural 
relationships. 

The  problem  of  the  correlation  of  the  Maya  calender  or 
of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  archeological  materials  with  South¬ 
western  materials,  datable  by  dendrochronology,  is  an  im¬ 
portant-  aspect  in  the  study  of  the  intermediate  area  of 
Tamaulipas.  The  possibility  of  a  solution  of  the  Maya  calen- 
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drical  corrections  by  work  in  Tamaulipas  is  exceedingly  likely. 
Most  of  the  pottery  phases  of  the  Southwest  can  be  dated  by 
dendrochronology.  Krieger,  in  central  and  eastern  Texas,  has 
found  datable  Pueblo <|>  The  ^possibility  of  finding  similiar 
materials  along  the  Rio  Grande  in  Tamaulipas  (a  shorter  di stain  e 
along  a  more  accessible  trade  route)  is  very  possible.  Since 
Huaxtecan  sherds,  also,  are  found  along  the  Rio  Grande  ( accord - 

5\Wce- 

ing  to  J.  A.  Mason),  andA these  in  turn  may  be  correlated  with 
the  ceramic  sequences  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  and  the  Mayan 
pottery  sequence,  it  might  be  possible  to  find  datable  Pueblo 
sherds  in  association  with  them.  By  cross-dating  of  datable 
Pueblo  ceramics  wit  h  the  Mexican  and  Mayan  materials,  one 

dete  m  m  e. 

might  be  able  to  aarowpte-'ig.  which  Mayan  correlation  (12.9.0.0.0., 
11.16.0.0.0.,  or  11.3.0.0.0.)  with  the  Christian  calendar  is 
most  likely  to  be  correct. 

The  problems  of  prehistoric  cultural  relationships  be¬ 
tween  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  however,  are  not  the  only 
ones  t  hat  might  be  solved  in  the  coastal  region  of  Tamaulipas. 
Early  man  (pre-pottery  cultures)  might  be  found  in  this  region. 
The  arid,  arroyo-cut,  sandy  plains  of  Tamaulipas  would  not  have 

totally  obliterated  his  remains,  as  have  the  tropical  forests 
farther  sout  h  in  Mexico.  Also,  non-pottery  cultures  are  oun 
in  abundance  in  Texas,  in  Coahuila  (Basketmaker ,  reported  by 

Taylor),  and  farther  northwest,  along  the  Rio  Grande  (Big 
Bend  Basketmaker). 

The  final  problems  which  might  be  solved  by  an  archeo¬ 
logical  survey  in  a  peripheral  area  such  as  Tamaulipas  concern 
pre-Archaic  ceramic  horizons.  Conditions  for  finding  such 
horizons  are  more  favorable  in  a  peripheral  area,  where  sites 
are  smaller  and  refuse  deposits  not  so  extensive,  than  in  an 
area  of  more  int  ensive  occupation,  such  as  one  finds  south  of 
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Tampico. 


Even  if  these  problems  were  not  solved  by  archeological 
reconnaissance  and  excavation  in  Tamaulipas  (and  I  believe  they 
would  be),  certain  contributions  of  value  would  still  be  made. 
Archeological  sites  in  Tamaulipas  would  be  discovered  and  located. 
The  northward  extension  of  Huaxtec  materials,  geographically  and 
temporally,  could  be  definitely  ascertained.  Also,  surface  col¬ 
lections  from  a  large  number  of  sites  might  indicate  the  sites 

most  likely  to  produce  stratigraphic  sequences  for  this  area. 

The  method  I  would  use  in  making  the  survey  may  be 

briefly  stated  as  follows.  Four  months  would  be  used  in  survey¬ 
ing  the  area;  about  one  month^  in  analyzing  the  materials;  and 
about  two  months,  in  resurveying  the  area  and  digging  three 
stratigraphic  trenches  in  three  key  sites.  A  car  would  be  used 
for  transportation  (or  horses  when  necessary).  I  would  select  the 
following  aoiwit  towns  as  bases  for  the  survey:  Aldama,  JiasaisLis, 
Sotft  la  Marina,  Abasolo,  SanFernando,  Soldadito,  -«*  San 
Francisco ^Mat amor© s .  Working  from  these  bases,  I  would  make 
surface  collections  both  at  sites  that  I  have  located  from 
information,  already  received  from  J .  H.  Mason,  G.  Eckholm, 

0  Cl  M 

and  Maya  Archaeologie T  and  at  sites  that  IAlocate 
from  information  given  me  by  natives  or  from  any  other  dis¬ 
coveries  of  my  own.  Having  once  covered  the  area,  I  would  an¬ 
alyze  the  sherds  found  and  compare  t&em  with  Eckholm’ s  materials 
from  Tampico.  This  analysis  would  be  conducted  in  either 
Tampico  or  Matamores.  After  the  analysis  I  would  again  go 
through  the  area  in  order  to  obtain  additional  information  of 
sites, if  possible,  and  also  to  excavate  three  sites.  These  three 
excavated  sites  would  be  selected  on  the  basis  of  the  following 
features:  a  location  as  far  north  as  possible  (certainly  nortn 
of  Bafcii  la  Marina),  the  pres^  ence  of  Tancol  complex  materials, 
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showing  a  long  period  of  occupation,  and  ceramics  indicating  defi¬ 
nite  affiliations  with  archeological  manifestations  farther  south. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  time  for  making  this  survey  is 
in  part  dependent  upon  the  weather.  Taking  the  rains  into  account, 
it  seems  that  there  are  two  possible  times  for  doing  the  work. 

One  might  start  in  April,  194.5,  and  survey  through  July,  moving 
from  Tampico  northward  (ahead  of  the  rains),  analyze  the  materials 
during  August  and  September  (the  rainy  months),  then  finish  the 
survey  and  excavate  in  October  and  November;  or  one  might  start 
from  Brownsville  after  the  rains,  in  October,  1^4 jT,  survey  south¬ 
ward  through  January,  1946,  analyze  the  materials  at  Tampico  in 
February,  and  finish  the  survey  and  excavate  during  March  and 
April.  Either  alternative  is  convenient  for  me,  but  I  believe 
t  hat  I  favor  the  latter  because  I  would  rather  not  take  the 
chance  of  being  caught  by  July  rains  in  northern  Tamaulipas,  with 
its  dirt  roads  and  sparse  population. 

The  archeological  materials  found  in  the  survey  would, 
for  the  most  part,  be  given  to  the  National  Museum  of  Mexico.  A 
A  copy  of  the  final  report,  photographs,  and  field  notes  would 
also  be  presented  to  that  museum.  Type  collections  would,  however, 
be  given  to  other  institutions  upon  request.  The  raw  data,  such 
as  field  notes,  phot  ographs,  etc.  would  be  deposited  at  the 
Department  of  Anthropology  of  The  University  of  Chicago.  The 
final  report  would  be  in  the  form  of  a  doct  oral  dissertation  and 
would  be  placed  in  the  library  of  that  university.  If  the 
archeological  material  warranted  publication,  arrangements  could 
be  made  for  the  publication  of  the  thesis. 

As  yet,  the  number  of  personnel  has  not  been  definitely 
decided.lt  would  probably  be  best,  however,  due  to  transportation 
difficulties,  to  limit  those  taking  part  in  the  expedition  to 
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three  persons.  These  three  persons  would  be  myself,  Richard  S. 
MacHeish,  of  The  University  of  Chicago,  one  other  graduate  student 
from  this  university  who  has  had  field  experience,  and  one 
Mexican  (employed  as  a  guide),  either  a  student  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Mexico^ or  an  amateur  archeologist,  recommended  by 

Dr.  Gordon  Eckholm.  In  the  final  stages  of  the  survey,  when  ex- 

twtxV 

cavation  is  in  progress,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hire  -^e»  un¬ 
skilled  laborers,  who  would  be  supervised  and  trained  by  the  three 
permanent  members  of  the  party. 

Any  estimate  of  expenses  for  undertaking  such  a  project 
is  difficult  to  make  and  often  inaccurate.  However,  on  the  basis 
of  information  received  from  Dr.  Eckholm  and  his  wife,  who  under¬ 
took  a  similar  expedition  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  and  from 
knowledge  of  expedition  expenses,  gained  by  directing  three  field 

i 

parties,  I  believe  that  each  item  of  the  budget  can  best  be 
estimated  in  terms  if  the  maximum  and  minimum  amount  that  might 
be  spent.  The  first  item  to  be  considered  is  transportation. 

From  previous  field  experience,  I  think  that  the  best  type  of 
car  would  be  a  light  metal,  panelled  delivery  wagon.  I  believe 
that  it  would  be  most  serviceable  for  this  type  of  work  because 
it  has  a  high  carriage  and  a  large  storage  space  in  the  back, 
which  can  be  firmly  locked;  it  uses  the  same  amount  of  gas  and 
oil  as  an  ordinary  car,  and  would  also  furnish  sleeping  space  if 
thi^necessity  arose.  A  car  of  this  type  at  the  present  time  can 
be  purchased  and  put  in  good  condition  for  $700  to  $1200. 

Running  expenses  of  the  expedition  have  been  estimated  by  Eckholm 
at  around  $190  a  month.  Thus,  the  running  expenses  for  this  pro¬ 
ject  would  be  between  $700  and  $800.  Labor  for  excavations  would 
cost  between  $400  and$750.  The  initial  and  final  travel  .ing  ex¬ 
penses,  as  well  as  expenses  for  typing,  editing,  and  analyzing 
the  material,  I  have  lumped  together  under  one  item,  at  a  cost 
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of  $300  to  $490  .  Equipment  composes  the  last  two  items.  Photo¬ 
graphic  equipment  would  cost  between  $75  and$150,  and  excavating 
equipment,  medical  supplies,  paper,  etc.  would  cost  about  the 
same . 

Fortunately,  two  sums  of  money  may  be  subtracted  from 
the  amount  needed  for  the  expedition.  The  resale  of  the  automobile 
v/ould  return  between  $150  and  $400.  Also,  a  contribution  of  $>00 
t  oward  this  expedition  has  already  been  made. 

A  listing  of  the  estimate  follows. 
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ITEMS 

Automobile 
Running  expenses 
Labor 

General  expenses 

(travel,  analys 
Photographic  equipment 

Other  equipment 

Total  expenditure 

Reselling  of  car 
Amounton  hand 

Amount  Needed 


MAXIMUM 

EXPENSE 

MINIMUM 

EXPENSE 

$1200 

$700 

900 

700 

750 

400 

400 

150 

300 

75 

100 

75 

3500 

2250 

400 

150 

500 

500 

$2600 

$1600 
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AN  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  COAST  OF  TAMAULIPA S 


The  area  in  which  the  archaeological  reconnaissance 
is  to  be  undertaken  may  be  generally  defined  as  the 

coastal  section  of  Tamaulipas.  Specifically,  the  area 

1 £ 

wight  be  defiTretJ~as'  1) einag  bounded  on  the  south  by 
F.  C.  Central  Iv'exicano  (railroad)  between  Tampico  and 
Gonzalez,  on  the  west  the -boundafy"'0‘f '  the  area  would  be 
the  meridian  of  latitude  0®  42’  west  of  Mexico  City 
(roughly  the  area--“WO*ul4 ,.he  by  a  line  from  Gonzales 

to  Hidalgo,  Tamp.),  on  the  north  the-botmdary  would 
be  the  Rio  Grande  River  and  on  the  easlj,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  topography  of  the  area  indicates  that  it  might 

$,  t d  \  i  trs* chl.  t 

easily  be  surveyed  rather  rapidly..  For  the  most  part  the 
area  is  composed  of  flat  coastal  plain.  However,  five 
small  mountain  ranges  do  exist**  The  Sierra  des  Jose  Los 
Rosino  .in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  area^  the  Tanaulipas 
mountains  extend  into  the  area  from  the  southwest,  the 
Sierra  de  Los  Maratines  esp £#£-  in  the  central  portion  of 
the  areagwhile  the  Sierra  de  Pamabrones  touch  the  area  on 
the  northwest.  Only  two  rivers  of  ary  size  run  through  this 
area  I  — the  Rio  del  Soto  la  Marina  and  the  Rio  del  San 
Fernando.  Both  rivers  flow  from  west  to  east.  In  the 
northeastern  corner  of  this  state  there  is  a  swampy  area. 

.  t  . 

None  of  these  topographical  features  should  halt  the  .surveying 
appreciably. 

The  vegetation  lends  itself  well  to  a  rapid  survey.  As 
grassy,  treeless  desert  the  country  extends  from  the  Rio 
Grande  to  the  Rio  del  Soto  la  Marina.  From  Soto  la  Marina 
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to  Tampico  the  desert  vegetation  gradually  disappears  and 
a  semi-tropical  vegetation  appears.  This  southern  tropical 
portion  will  he  more  difficult  to  survey,  hut  it  is 
relatively  small  and  the  area  surrounding  it  is  relatively 

well-known.  Thus  an  extensive  survey  of  it  is  not  imperative. 

fKtkOTHLll 

A  factor  as  important  as  vegetation  and  topography 

^  * 

in  limiting  archaeological  reconnaissance  | is  the  annual 
precipitation.  The  statistics  of  the  United  States  weather 

bureau  indicates  that  the  mean  annual  precipitation  'for  a 

K  - -  - 

ten-year-  p-eriod  wa»s  33  inches.  Thro  io  a  ■gfleFgffgte  amount 
f3T  a  yoar,  4^owever,  ~J5jo  of  this  rain  falls  in  three  months 
of  the  year 4  July,  August,  and  September.  During  these 
three  months  archaeological  reconnaissance  in  this  area 
(which  has  dirt  roads)  would  be  halted.  Fortunately,  there 
is  regional  variation  in  the  amount  of  rainfall,  the  south 
having  considerably  more  than  the  north.  Thus  in  the  north 
of  this  area  surveying  might  continue  through  all  but  one 

month  of  the  previously-mentioned  rainy  season. 

CCvv 


Thus  -t4  way  bc^aevir-that  the  natural  would 
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fay  or  -  -the  'pwwpjitili 


Mounts  ins , 


survey , 

_ <UU~ 

vegetation,  and  rainfall  wo nltUhe  but  minor  limiting  factors. 

^  "This 

JLs  ttee-  area  important  enough  tQ^warrant  an  archeological 

£  q  (Xr\  c.  K  Cvt-i/ j  )  C  *  44- 

survey?  I  believe  it  is.  da—bae'ed  on  the'  fact  that 
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The  most  obvious  problem  that  may  be  solved  by- -making 
°  in  this  ~rrn  is  that  of  ascertaining  the  culture 

relations  between  Middle  America^  and  the  Southeast 
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(particularly  the  Middle  Mississippi  phase).  The  cultural 
resemblances  between  prehistoric  Middle  Mississippi  and  the 


prehistoric  Huaxtec  (period  V)  materials  have  been  pointed 

Cp  q  K-\ 

out  by  Ekholm  and  wouLd  indicate  some  sort  of 

*  ^  crfuvvr  W  ton  Uci 

cultural  connection.  That  these  cultural  paewd 

through  Tamaulipas  is  very  likely'  What  they  were  and  when 

they  occurred  could  be  ascertained  by  working  there.  .LUtfr, 

■  k  b~  A 144— 

Ekholn^s  hypothesis  regarding  connection  cCRHfcd  be  definitely 

substantiated. 

— 

,  the  archaeological  material  from  the  Spiro  foci 

a  is6 

of  eastern  Oklahoma  shows  definite  Middle  American  connections 

A 

in  its  "Buzzard  Cult"  materials.  If  Dr.  James  Griffin  is  correct 
in  believing  that  the  Buzzard  Cult  is  post-Conquest  and  that 


the  Buzzard  Cult  of  Spiro  does  not  come  from  the  east 
(Etowah,  Moundville,  etc.)  tMfeR  it  very  possible  that 

some  Mexican  influences  did  come  directly  from  the  nearest 
source  of  that  culture  type.  J.  Mason  and  J.  Anderson  have 
shown  that  northern  Tamaulipas  was  the  nearest  source  of 
Mexican  materials  (Huaxtec).  Exactly  when  these  influences 
appeared  in  northern  Tamaulipas  and  what  they  were  is  not 

C  s  +  a  k  I  f  C  I dm 

yet  a-»eey Certainly ^ knowledge  of  northern 
Tamaulipas  -w»4ght  assist  in  clarifying  the  problem  of  the 
Buzzard  Cult  and  pre-Columbian  or  post-Columbian  Mexican 
influences  in  the  southeast. 

Besideythe  possibility  of  late  cultural  connections 
between  Mexico  and  the  southeast,  the  ceramic  resemblances 


r 


between  the 


complex  of  Tampico  and  the  Tchefuncte- 


Marksville  of  Louisiana  indicate  the  possibility  of  an 
earlier  southeast-Middle  American  cultural  relationship. 
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further  knowledge  of  the  Tftnc&l  complex  and  information  con- 

A 

cerning  the  area  between  Louisiana  and  Tampico,  Mexico, 

are  certainly  necessary  if  anything  definitive  is  to  be  said 

concerning  cultural  relationships. 

The  problem  of  the  correlation  of  the  Maya  calendar 
OK  7*^ 

or.Valley  of  Mexico  archaeological  materials  with  southeastern 

'I  . 

^jiatabix  materials  {by  dendrochronology)^  is  an  important 


•f 


aspect  in 


tKfi. 


study  of 


cs£~ 


intermediate  area  &&  Tamaulipas. 


The  possibility  of  a  solution  of  the  Maya  calendrical 

/)Wf 

correlations  by  work  in  Tamaulipas  is  exceedingly  p-tauaibLa. 

Most  of  the  pottery  phases  of  the  southwest  can  be  dated 
by  dendrochronology.  Krieger  in  central  and  eastern  Texas  has 
found  datable  Pueblo*  «ft£‘“pie  possibility  of  finding  similar 
materials  along  the  Rio  Grande  in  Tamaulipas  (  a  shorter 
distance  along  a  more  accessible  trade  route,  t&e  R4o  Grande 

..leaver  r  is  very  iLiicely.  Since  Huaxtecan  sherds,  also,  are  found 

'“**  Stn&U 

along  the  Rio  Grande  (  according  to  J.  A,  Mason)  and  these  in 

7  A 

turn  may  be  correlated  with  the  ceramic  sequences  of  the 
Valley  of  Mexico  and  the  Mayan  pottery  sequence,  it  may  be 
possible  to  find  datable  Pueblo  sherds  in  association  with  them. 
3y  cross-dating  of  Pueblo  datable  ceramics  with  the  Mexican 
and  Mayan  materials^one  might  be  able  to  ascertain  which 
Maya  correlation  (12.9*0.0.0.,  11. l6. 0.0.0.  or  11.3*0.0.0.) 
with  the  Christian  calendar  is  most  likely  to  be  correct. 

However,  the  problems  of  prehistoric  cultural  relationships 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  are  not  the  only  ones  that 
may  be  solved  in  the  coastal  region  of  Tamaulipas.  Early  Man 


(pre-pottery  cultures)  might  be  found  in  this  region.  The 
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arid,  arroyo-cut, sandy  plains  of  Tamaulipas  would  not  have 
totally  obliterated  his  remains  as  have  the  tropical  forests 
father  south  in  Mexico.  Also,  non-pottery  cultures  are  found 
in  abundance  in  Texas,  in  Coahuila  (Basket maker  reported  by 
Taylor^and  farther  northwest  along  the  Rio  Grande  (Big 
Bend  Baske tmaker } . 

S  V  OUi 

The  final  problems  therfc  might  be  solved  by^ archaeological 

S  '  c  m  urn 


in  a  peripheral  area  such  as  Tamaulipas 

O  cnndt&i  m 

pre-Archaic  ceramic  horizons.  Tho  pee-gfb4J.f,ty---of:  finding-  such 

OiASL^e^. 

Hiti-rth-o-w -sl^fgh-t-,  butr-fir--3re---fflere  li  kely-to  -be-  found 

m  cnji  <cuj  0"i 

a  peripheral  area  where  sites  are  smaller  and  refuse  deposits 

not  so  extensive  than  in  an  area  of  more  intensive  occupation 

such  as  one  finds  south  of  Tampico. 

Even  if  these  problems  are  not  solved  by  archaeological 

reconnaissance  and  excavation  in  Tamaulipas  (and  I  believe  they 

O  f  U 

will  be )» certain  contributions  will  be  made,  value* 

'  i 

Archaeological  sites  in  Tamaulipas  will  be  discovered  and 


located.  The  northward  extension  of  Huaxtec  materials 


geographically  and  temporally  can  be  definitely  ascertained. 

Also,  surface  collection  from  a  large  number  of  sites  may 
indicate  the  sites  most  likely  to  produce  stratigraphic  sequences 
for  this  area. 

The  method  I  shall  use  in  making  the  survey  may  be  briefly 
stated  as  follow  si,  four  months  will  be  taken  up  in  surveying  the 


a# 


areai  t&euql  shall  ^analyze  theafe  materials  ('“‘about  one  month) 

*  J 

and'  finally ,  resurv'ey  the  area  and  dig  three  stratigraphic 
trenches  in  three  key  sites,  (about  two  months*).  .Specifically 
the.  survey  shall  be  made  in  the  following  manner.  A  car  will 
be  used  for  transportation  ,  or  horses  when  necessary. 
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I  shall.  u&e  aa^kt  towns  as  bases  for  the  survey.  These  towns 
are- Aldama ,  Esminis,  Soto  la  Marina,  Abasolo,  S.  Fernando, 

‘  la.  J  A-Mrv**-'  J-St  tLU  S  *-4  <.1/ 

Soldadito,  San  Francisco  Matamores.  From  these  towns  I  shall 
make  trips,  making  surface  collections  at  sites  that  I  4i soever , 


o*^{ 


am-  told  of  by  the  natives^  or  have  already  located  from 
information  received  from  J.  H.  Mason,  G.  Ekholm,  J?rieto 
Maya  Archaeologie.  Having  once  traversed  the  area  I  shall  analyze 

the  sherds  found  and  compare  them  with  EkholmTs  materials  from 

l  ,4-*-  ■■■  r-  "h 

Tampico.  j&ffliall  make  This  analysis  either  in  Tampico  or/- 
Matamoros.  Having  made  the  analysis  I  shall  again  pass  through 
the  area,  pessibly  receiving  more  information  of  sites,  and  also 

j&e  y  /<•-*.  tAj.’.-  .  fa 

excavating  three  sites.  These  three  excavated  sites  shall  be 

j'CA,  ■  t**.  if? \c*  of 

selected  on  the  basis  of  the  following:  that  they  have  Toneal 


*jr 


>  a. 


*/*-<*>* , 


complex  materials,  that  their  ceramics  show  them  to  have  been 
o-ccupied  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  that  their 

p 

ceramics  3how  definite  affiliations  with  archaeological 

,  ■“  1  1  "  —  r 

manifestations  further  southland  these  sites  are  situated  as 

far  north  as  possible  (certainly  north  of  Bahia  la  Marina)^ 

- 

As  he-s-been  mentioned  the  time  for  making  this  survey  is 
in  part  governed  by  the  weather.  Taking  the  rains  into 

*  A, 

account  it  seems  that  there  are  two  alternative  times  for 

tl  )W  iurthdtS,  A 

making  the  -survey:,  one  might  start  in  April,  1945,  and  survey 
through  July  moving  from  Tampico  northward  (ahead  of  the  rains) 
analyze  the  materials  during  August  and  September  (the  rainy  months) 
and  then  finish  the  survey  in  October  and  November;  or  one 

A  ' 

might  start  after  the  rains  from  Brownsville,  in  October,  1945* 
and  survey  southward  through  January,  1946,  analyze  the  materials 

v 

at  Tampico  in  February,  and  finish  the  survey  and  excavate  during 

,  •  t  t  f  > 

- 

March  and  April.  Both  alternatives  are  convenient  for  the  author, 
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but  I  believe  that  I  favor  the  latter  because  I  would  rather  not 

take  the  chance  of  being  caught  in  northern  Tamaulipas  by  rains 

•  ^ 

ija  Ally.  With  dirt  roads  and  sparse  populations it  might 

_^arove  to  be  a  rather  trying  ordeal.  > 

The  archaeological  materials  found  in  the  survey  sha-3rl  for 

the  most  part  be  given  to  the  National  Museum  of  Mexico.  A  copy  of 

'  pKe  5&U7&  c\ 

the  final  report,  photographs  and  field  notes,  also,  wiTll  be  gi-v^ 

■■■ 

to  that  museum.  However,  type  collections  will  be  given  to  other 
institutions  upon  request.  The  raw  data  such  as  field  notes, 

photographs,  etc.,  will  be  deposited  at  the  Department  of 

% 

Anthropology  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  The  final  report  will 
V/fthfc.  form  ^  p/acc.f 

be.  ttee  doctoral  dissertation  o4-%-hjg  -auther-and  will  be  4qj^jai&©4 

^  U^uyzrg/T'y  • 

in  the  library  of  thirft-i  nntl  tuti  nri.,  If  the  archaeological 

fjj 

material  warrants  publication,  arrangement  can  be  made  for  the 

y^&s/tcx, 

publication  of  thsufe  thesis.  .  ,  ,  ,  /  •  , 

(is  /  personnel  io  v-  <  roa-k-i  n  g~  hs<g  no-t  as— y-et“-be-en  +rj 

*  fS-**#  /><-  tLmtb 

liAfinitply  aa±.„  np  .  However,  I  -kola  ftV  P.— -Vk  best/  (.  fOX-^mea-0^frt5-“-Ol'  sUfMCUXlUL  J 
tranag^jii^iaQ^  to  limit  those  taking  part  in  the  expedition  to 


three  persons.  These  three  persons  will  be  Richard  S.  MacNeish 

A 


of  the  University  of  Chicago, 


one 
who  has  had 


other  graduate  student  from  th4~  4in<»rxrrsii 

7  (-C-4M  ft/fy-Od  J  y 

field  experience,  and  one  Mexican,  either  a  student  from  the 

A 

University  of  Mexico  or  an  amateur  archaeologist  recommended  by 
Dr.  Gordon  E3£holm>£8Mga±flA»»  In  the  final  stages  of  the  survey^ 

when  excavation  is  being  done,  it  ^ill  be  necessary  to  hire  ten 

- 

unskilled  laborers^who  will  be  supervised  and  trained  by  the  three 
permanent  members  of  the  party. 

)s 

Any  estimate  of  expenses  for  undertaking  such  a  project  a*re 


diificult  to  make  and  oiten  inaccurate.  However,  on  the  basis  of 
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